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Dear friends in Christ,
 
For generations upon generations, the
people of God have gathered together to
observe and remember those sacred
moments of Holy Week in which our Lord
Jesus Christ triumphantly entered into the
city of Jerusalem as King, only to suffer
death upon the cross for our salvation mere
days later. These unique liturgies hold a
special place in our hearts and in our
histories, and we look forward to these
gatherings with great anticipation each
year.
 
Undoubtedly, the circumstances in which
we find ourselves this Holy Week are
unprecedented. It has been difficult, both
practically and emotionally, not to be able to
worship together in-person. And yet we are
reminded that when just two or three are
gathered, be it in our homes or via live-
stream or in our churches, Christ is in the
midst of us and hears our prayers.
 
We are also reminded that experiencing
solitude, loneliness, or restlessness reflects
the struggles of those who followed Christ
so long ago. The very first Holy Week was
not much different than what we may be
experiencing now. As Christ was
apprehended by the authorities, the
disciples denied and abandoned him. After
Christ's death, they huddled in their homes,
fearful of what was to come. 

It was only a few women -- the essential
personnel, if you will -- who were willing to
venture out into the world, and thus became
the first witnesses to the empty tomb.
 
They then proclaimed the good and
inexplicable news: Christ is risen! Death no
longer has dominion over him!
 
We, like those first witnesses, look to the
risen Lord in hope, that we might endure
these troubling days. And it is with this hope
of the resurrection that we now pray these
familiar liturgies in unconventional ways. 
 
In this booklet, you will find all the
resources you will need to observe Holy
Week in your own setting. All of the parts,
including that of the Officiant, may be said
by anyone, clergy or lay. We will be
supplementing the services with pre-
recorded homilies/meditations, which will
be found at:
 
www.stalbansepiscopal.org/holyweek

or
www.saintthomasepiscopal.org/holyweek
 
Please know that we are praying for you
during this sacred and solemn time. May we
each look to Christ, knowing that our hope,
our joy, and our life in him remains, for he
abides with us always.
 
Grace to you and peace,

A LETTER
FROM THE
CLERGY

H
O

L
Y

 W
E

E
K

 A
T

 H
O

M
E

 | 3



CREATING
SACRED
SPACE AT
HOME
Though we cannot be physically present in

our church buildings, we are able to

worship God wherever we are. We

encourage you to create a place in your

home that is set apart for worship, a

sacred space in which these liturgies can

be prayed.

 

The following items may be useful for
your home chapel:
 

A cross

 

Candles (real or battery-powered)

 

Tree branches (for Palm Sunday)

 

A vessel and/or basin for water (for

Maundy Thursday)

 

A shroud or veil (for the cross on Good

Friday)

 

A bell or anything that can make a joyful

noise (for the Great Vigil of Easter)

 

Art, icons, or other meaningful objects

(optional)
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Though we most often use palm branches in the procession, the Book of Common Prayer allows for
“the branches of palm or of other trees or shrubs.” You may use any branches available to you. The
service may begin outside, and the people process towards the home after the Liturgy of the Palms.

 

The Liturgy of the Palms

 
Officiant         Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People             Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Officiant         Let us pray.
 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew.
 
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
 
"Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt,
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
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Hosanna in the highest heaven!
 

+



"Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
 
"When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."
 
Officiant         The Lord be with you.
People             And also with you.
Officiant         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People              It is right to give him thanks and praise.
 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and
branches of palm along his way.
 
Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name
may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives
and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
 
Officiant         Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People             Hosanna in the highest.
Officiant         Let us go forth in peace.
People             In the name of Christ. Amen.
 

The Procession
 

The people begin the procession towards the home. At the doorway of the home the procession may
halt while the following or some other appropriate Collect is said

 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the
cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
 

The procession continues to the place where the chapel is to be prepared. 
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Officiant         Let us pray.
 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us
the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his
suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
 

Play the meditation for Palm Sunday here. Reflect on the final question in silence.

 

The Passion
 
Reader         The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
 
Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not
answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against
you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly
amazed.
 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone
whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that
they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to
him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal
because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two
do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what
should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then
he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
 
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood;
see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to
be crucified.
 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and
after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 
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hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him,
and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
 
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man
to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a
Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not
drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
 
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”
In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him,
saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down
from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he
wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted
him in the same way.
 
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man
is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on
a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will
come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and
the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the
holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and
said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
 

The branches are then placed at the foot of the cross. Silence is kept for a time.
 
 

+
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LET THE
SAME MIND
BE IN YOU
THAT WAS
IN CHRIST

JESUS
P H I L I P P I A N S  2 : 5

f r o m  t h e  E p i s t l e  f o r  P a l m  S u n d a y



The following liturgy is to take place beginning during the evening meal. A meatless meal is to be
preferred. The setting should be austere and the foods sparse and simple. Appropriate foods include

soup, cheese, olives, dried fruit, bread, and wine.
 

The Blessing of the Food
 
Officiant
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring
forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that
following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.
 

The meal is then eaten. At the conclusion of the meal, the following Gospel passage is read.
 

Reader        A reading from the Gospel according to John.
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer
robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash
the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to
Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do
not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will
never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon
Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him,
"One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you
are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said,
"Not all of you are clean."
 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

MAUNDY THURSDAY
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.

 

+
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ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I
have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them."
 
Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

 
All items are left on the table. The people then process in silence to the chapel.

 
Officiant
The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples and had washed their feet, said to them,
"Do you know what I, your Lord and Master, have done to you? I have given you an example,
that you should do as I have done."
 

The Footwashing
 

The people then wash each others feet. If this is not possible, water from the chapel vessel may be
sprinkled upon each person’s bare feet. If this is done individually, think upon Christ as the water

touches your feet.
 

When the footwashing is complete, play the meditation for Maundy Thursday.
Reflect on the final question in silence.

 
Officiant         Let us remember the teachings of Christ.
People             Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which 
                             the world cannot give, I give to you.
Officiant         I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you.
People             Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which 
                             the world cannot give, I give to you.
Officiant         By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: That you have love for one 
                              another.
 
The people strip the altar in the chapel of all items but the cross in silence. The shroud should be kept

nearby for the Good Friday service. The people then return to clear the dinner table. All members
shall participate in whatever ways are appropriate.

 

+

H
O

L
Y

 W
E

E
K

 A
T

 H
O

M
E

 | 1
1



LITTLE
CHILDREN, I

AM WITH
YOU ONLY
A LITTLE
LONGER.

J O H N  1 3 : 3 3
f r o m  t h e  G o s p e l  f o r  M a u n d y  T h u r s d a y
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Officiant       Blessed be our God.
People           For ever and ever. Amen. 
Officiant       Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon
the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. 
 

The Passion
 
Reader          The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
 
Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden,
which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,
because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers
together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with
lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came
forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth."
Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to
them, "I am he," they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Whom are
you looking for?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he.
So if you are looking for me, let these men go." This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken,
"I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a sword,
drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchus.
Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the
Father has given me?"
 
So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they
took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas
was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the
people.Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the
high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing
outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to 
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
 

+



the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, "You are
not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." Now the slaves and the police
had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming
themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.
 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus
answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the
temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me?
Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." When he had said this, one of
the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high
priest?" Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken
rightly, why do you strike me?" Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not also one of
his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of the slaves of the high priest, a
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with
him?" Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.
 
Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the morning. They
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to
eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against
this man?" They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him
over to you." Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law."
The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." (This was to fulfill what
Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)
 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the
King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?" Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed
you over to me. What have you done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." Pilate asked him, "So you
are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."
Pilate asked him, "What is truth?"After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told
them, "I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the
Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" They shouted in reply,
"Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit.

 
 

H
O

L
Y

 W
E

E
K

 A
T

 H
O

M
E

 | 1
4



Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it
on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, "Hail,
King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I
am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him." So Jesus came out,
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" When
the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said
to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." The Jews answered
him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be
the Son of God."
 
Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again
and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said
to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and
power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it had
been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater
sin." From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man,
you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the
emperor."
 
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench at a
place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation
for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your King!" They cried
out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your
King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor." Then he handed him
over to them to be crucified.
 
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place
of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two
others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and
put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the Jews read this
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written
in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not
write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'" Pilate answered,
"What I have written I have written." When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his
clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now
the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, "Let us
not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture says,
 
"They divided my clothes among themselves,and for my clothing they cast lots." 
 
And that is what the soldiers did.
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Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to
the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), "I am thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of
the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he
said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
 
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during
the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked
Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers
came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came
out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he
knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled,
"None of his bones shall be broken." And again another passage of scripture says, "They will
look on the one whom they have pierced."
 
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave
him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus
by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds.
They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the
burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in
the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was
the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
 

Play the meditation for Good Friday. Reflect on the final question in silence.
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The Solemn Collects
 

If you have multiple people in the household who are able, alternate readers of the
collects (Almighty God...) and the bidding prayers (Let us pray for...). 

 
Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the
world, but that the world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be
delivered from the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life.
 
We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs.
 
Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world;
   For its unity in witness and service
   For all bishops and other ministers    
   and the people whom they serve
   For Kevin, our Bishop, and all the people of this diocese
   For all Christians in this community
   For those about to be baptized
That God will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in peace. 
 
Silence
 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for
all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
 
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them;
   For Donald, the President of the United States
   For the Congress and the Supreme Court
   For the Members and Representatives of the United Nations
   For all who serve the common good
That by God's help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord. 
 
Silence
 
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your dominion
may increase, until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind;
   For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute    
   and the oppressed
   For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled
   For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish
   For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair
   For the sorrowful and bereaved
   For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger
That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of his love,
and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs. 
 
Silence 
 
Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: Let the cry of
those in misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in all
their afflictions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who
suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ;
   For those who have never heard the word of salvation
   For those who have lost their faith
   For those hardened by sin or indifference
   For the contemptuous and the scornful
   For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and    
   persecutors of his disciples
   For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others
That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and obedience.
 
Silence 
 
Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: Have compassion on all
who do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel be
preached with grace and power to those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who
resist it; and bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock
under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who have
departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to
God alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and
receive the crown of life in the day of resurrection.
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Silence 
 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in
tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast
down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
 

The Veneration of the Cross
 

Officiant      We glory in your cross, O Lord,
People           and praise and glorify your holy resurrection;
                          for by virtue of your cross
                          joy has come to the whole world.
 
Officiant      May God be merciful to us and bless us,
                         show us the light of his countenance, and come to us.
 
People           Let your ways be known upon earth,
                          your saving health among all nations.
 
Officiant       Let the peoples praise you, O God;
                          let all the peoples praise you.
 
People           We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
                          and praise and glorify your holy resurrection;
                          for by virtue of your cross
                          joy has come to the whole world.
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Officiant       Let us pray using the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,    
    on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those    
    who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death
between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace
to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us
sinners everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The veil is placed upon the cross. 
 

The people leave the chapel in silence.
 
 

+
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WHEN JESUS
HAD RECEIVED
THE WINE, HE

SAID, "IT IS
FINISHED."

THEN HE BOWED
HIS HEAD AND

GAVE UP HIS
SPIRIT.

J O H N  1 9 : 3 0
f r o m  t h e  P a s s i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  J o h n



 The Great Vigil of Easter is the pinnacle of the church year. Though we cannot celebrate together
with the Eucharist, the heart of the Vigil liturgy -- the recounting of salvation history and God's

saving works through history and, ultimately, the cross and resurrection -- can and should still be
proclaimed with joy.

 
The liturgy begins properly in darkness with the lighting of the new fire. If the fire is lit outside, the
people may process in with candles lit from the fire, and the Vigil may continue in the home chapel

with the Exsultet. Alternatively, the entire liturgy may be said outside at the fire.
 

If lighting a fire is not practical in your setting, you may use an electric candle, a flashlight, or any
other object that emits light.

 

The Lighting of the New Fire

 

Officiant
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death
to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and
prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his
Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.
 
Let us pray.
 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light:
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly
desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
 

Candles are then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the procession proceeds to the chapel,
pausing three times and singing or saying 

 
Officiant        The light of Christ.
People            Thanks be to God.

 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

 

**This service will also be live-streamed at 8pm.**

 

+
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The Exsultet
 

Then an appointed person sings or says the Exsultet
 
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,
and let your trumpets shout Salvation
for the victory of our mighty King.
 
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,
bright with a glorious splendor,
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,
resound with the praises of your people.
 
Officiant      The Lord be with you.
People          And also with you.
Officiant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our
whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible,
almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who
at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin,
and by his blood delivered your faithful people.
 
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children
of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the
Red Sea on dry land.
 
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered
from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness
of life.
 
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell,
and rose victorious from the grave.
 
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your
mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you
gave a Son.
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How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and
sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy
to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings
peace and concord.
 
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined
and man is reconciled to God.
 
May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find us
ever faithful -- he who gives his light to all creation, and who
lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
 

The Liturgy of the Word
 

Officiant
Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past;
and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.
 

The story of Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:3
 
Reader        A reading from the book of Genesis.
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
 
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.
 
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth
put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 
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with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
 
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night;
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
 
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of
every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day.
 
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
 
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.
 
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
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Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested
from all the work that he had done in creation.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
 
Psalm 36:5-10 (in unison)
 
5     Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, *and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6     Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,your justice like the great deep; *you 
        save both man and beast, O Lord.
7     How priceless is your love, O God! *your people take refuge under the shadow of your 
        wings.
8     They feast upon the abundance of your house; *you give them drink from the river of 
         your delights.
9      For with you is the well of life, *and in your light we see light.
10   Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *and your favor to those who 
         are true of heart.
 
Let us pray.
 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 

Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea
Exodus 14:10-15:1
 
Reader      A reading from the book of Exodus.
 
Then the Lord said to Moses: Tell the Israelites to turn back and camp in front of Pi-hahiroth,
between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall camp opposite it, by the
sea. Pharaoh will say of the Israelites, “They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the
wilderness has closed in on them.” I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, so
that I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army; and the Egyptians shall know
that I am the Lord. And they did so.
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When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of Pharaoh and his
officials were changed toward the people, and they said, “What have we done, letting Israel
leave our service?” So he had his chariot made ready, and took his army with him; he took six
hundred picked chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of
them. The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the Israelites,
who were going out boldly. The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, his
chariot drivers and his army; they overtook them camped by the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of
Baal-zephon.
 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What
have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt,
‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to
keep still.”
 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But
you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites
may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they
will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his
chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have
gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”
 
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.
 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites
went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots,
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites,
for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”
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Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled
before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the
sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
 
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on
the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people
feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
 
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I will sing to the Lord, for he has
triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
 
Canticle 8 (in unison)
The Song of Moses
 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *
    the Lord has become my Savior.
This is my God and I will praise him, *
    the God of my people and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *
    Yahweh is his Name.
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *
    the finest of those who bear armor have been
                             drowned in the Red Sea.
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *
    they sank into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *
    who is like you, glorious in holiness,
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?
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You stretched forth your right hand; *
    the earth swallowed them up.
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *
    with your might you brought them in safety to
                             your holy dwelling.
You will bring them in and plant them *
    on the mount of your possession,
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.
The Lord shall reign *
    for ever and for ever.
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
 
Let us pray.
 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by
the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for
us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the
earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of
Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 

Salvation offered freely to all
Isaiah 55:1-11
 
Reader       A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
 
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
    come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
    and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
    listen, so that you may live.
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I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
    my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
     a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has glorified you.
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found,
    call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
    and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
 
Canticle 9 (in unison)
The First Song of Isaiah
 
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
    I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
    and he will be my Savior.
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Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
    from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
    and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
 
Let us pray.
 
O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by
your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth
abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 

The gathering of God's people
Zephaniah 3:12-20
 
Reader     A reading from the prophet Zephaniah.
 
For I will leave in the midst of you
    a people humble and lowly.
They shall seek refuge in the name of the Lord—
    the remnant of Israel;
they shall do no wrong
    and utter no lies,
nor shall a deceitful tongue
    be found in their mouths.
Then they will pasture and lie down,
    and no one shall make them afraid.
 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
    shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
    O daughter Jerusalem!
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The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
    he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
    you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
    do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
    a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
    he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
    as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
    so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
    at that time.
And I will save the lame
    and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
    and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
    at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
    among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
    before your eyes, says the Lord.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
 
Psalm 126 (in unison)
 
1   When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *then were we like those who dream.
2   Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3   Then they said among the nations, *“The Lord has done great things for them.”
4   The Lord has done great things for us, *and we are glad indeed.
5   Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *like the watercourses of the Negev.
6   Those who sowed with tears *will reap with songs of joy.
7   Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *will come again with joy, shouldering their 
       sheaves.
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Let us pray.
 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in
tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast
down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 

The Easter Proclamation
 

At this point in the liturgy, additional candles may be lit, bells may be rung, instruments (even
homemade!) may be played! Then follows this proclamation:

 
Officiant             Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People                 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
 
Pascha nostrum (in unison)
 
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
    therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
    death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
 
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
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Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die
daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
 
The Gospel
Matthew 28:1-10
 
Reader      A reading from the Gospel of Matthew.
 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my
message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of
his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
 
The Homily
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
 

Officiant
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his
death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten
observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we
once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy
Catholic Church.
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Officiant    Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus 
                       Christ?
People        I do.
   
Officiant    Do you believe in God the Father?
People        I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 
Officiant    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
                        He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
                          and born of the Virgin Mary.
                        He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
                          was crucified, died, and was buried.
                        He descended to the dead.
                        On the third day he rose again.
                        He ascended into heaven,
                           and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
                         He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
 
Officiant     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People         I believe in the Holy Spirit,
                            the holy catholic Church,
                            the communion of saints,
                            the forgiveness of sins,
                            the resurrection of the body,
                            and the life everlasting.
 
Officiant      Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
                          and in the prayers?
People           I will, with God's help.
 
Officiant       Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
                           return to the Lord?
People           I will, with God's help.
 
Officiant      Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People          I will, with God's help.
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Officiant    Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People        I will, with God's help.
 
Officiant    Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
                        every human being?
People        I will, with God's help.
 
Officiant    May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 
                        birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 
                        keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
 

The Prayers
 

A Prayer in Time of Isolation
 
Almighty God: Our times are in your hand. We call upon you in this hour of our need, when we
are lonely and must stand apart. Be our strength, O Sovereign Lord, our calm in the midst of
raging seas, our refuge and our dwelling place. Sanctify to us this time drawn away from
others, even as your Son, O Father, drew away to a lonely place for prayer. Deepen our need of
you, O Lord, that every breath may be a whisper of the Spirit’s prompting, a renewed
searching of the deep things of God. Stir up in us the great act of intercession, that we may
spend our time apart in prayer for the world you created and sustain. Bless us in our turning
toward you, and make us a blessing to those who stand in need of you, the whole fragile earth.
All this we ask in the name of great Physician, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 
A Prayer for Sick Persons
 
O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only help in time of need: We humbly beseech
thee to behold, visit, and relieve all thy sick servants for whom our prayers are desired. Look
upon them with the eyes of thy mercy; comfort them with a sense of thy goodness; preserve
them from the temptations of the enemy; and give them patience under their afflictions. In thy
good time, restore them to health, and enable them to lead the remainder of their lives in thy
fear, and to thy glory; and grant that finally they may dwell with thee in life everlasting;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A Collect for the Great Vigil of Easter
 
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir
up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being
renewed both in body and mind, may worship you insincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,now and for
ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing and Dismissal
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in us that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us, and remain with us
always. Amen.
 
Officiant       Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People           Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

+

 

H
O

L
Y

 W
E

E
K

 A
T

 H
O

M
E

 | 3
7



SUDDENLY JESUS
MET THEM AND

SAID,
“GREETINGS!”

AND THEY CAME
TO HIM, TOOK
HOLD OF HIS

FEET, AND
WORSHIPED HIM.

M A T T H E W  2 8 : 9
f r o m  t h e  G o s p e l  f o r  t h e  E a s t e r  V i g i l
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