
Morning Prayer Rite II 
December 17th 2020 | 9:00am 
 
All videos available at 
www.facebook.com/StAlbansSinkingSpring/videos 
 

The entire liturgy for Morning Prayer is found below. 
 
Words to be said in unison or as a congregational response 
are found in bold. 

 
+ + + 

 
The office begins on BCP 75 with the Opening Sentence 
 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.    Isaiah 40:5.  
 
The Officiant says to the people 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant and People 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Jubilate (BCP 82) 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 50  (BCP 654) 
  
1   The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
     he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to 
                            its setting. 
2   Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
     God reveals himself in glory. 
3   Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 

    before him there is a consuming flame, 
    and round about him a raging storm. 

4   He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
    to witness the judgment of his people. 

5   "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
    those who have made a covenant with me 
    and sealed it with sacrifice." 

6   Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
    for God himself is judge. 

7   Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
"O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
    for I am God, your God. 

8   I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
    your offerings are always before me. 

9   I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
    nor he-goats out of your pens; 
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10  For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 

    the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 
11  I know every bird in the sky, * 

    and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 
12  If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 

    for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
13  Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 

    or drink the blood of goats? 
14  Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

    and make good your vows to the Most High. 
15  Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 

    I will deliver you, and you shall honor me." 
16  But to the wicked God says: * 

    Why do you recite my statutes, 
    and take my covenant upon your lips; 

17  Since you refuse discipline, * 
    and toss my words behind your back? 

18  When you see a thief, you make him your friend, * 
    and you cast in your lot with adulterers. 

19  You have loosed your lips for evil, * 
    and harnessed your tongue to a lie. 

20  You are always speaking evil of your brother * 
    and slandering your own mother's son. 

21  These things you have done, and I kept still, * 
    and you thought that I am like you." 

22  "I have made my accusation; * 
    I have put my case in order before your eyes. 

23  Consider this well, you who forget God, * 
    lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 

24  Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
                            honors me; * 

    but to those who keep in my way will I show 
                            the salvation of God." 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson 
Isaiah 9:18-10:4 
 
A reading from Isaiah 
 
For wickedness burned like a fire, 
   consuming briers and thorns; 
it kindled the thickets of the forest, 
   and they swirled upwards in a column of smoke. 
Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts 
   the land was burned, 
and the people became like fuel for the fire; 
   no one spared another. 
They gorged on the right, but still were hungry, 
   and they devoured on the left, but were not satisfied; 
they devoured the flesh of their own kindred; 
Manasseh devoured Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh, 
   and together they were against Judah. 
For all this, his anger has not turned away; 
   his hand is stretched out still. 
 
Ah, you who make iniquitous decrees, 
   who write oppressive statutes, 
to turn aside the needy from justice 
   and to rob the poor of my people of their right, 
that widows may be your spoil, 
   and that you may make the orphans your prey! 
What will you do on the day of punishment, 
   in the calamity that will come from far away? 
To whom will you flee for help, 
   and where will you leave your wealth, 
so as not to crouch among the prisoners 
   or fall among the slain? 
For all this, his anger has not turned away; 
   his hand is stretched out still. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 10 (BCP 86) 
The Second Song of Isaiah 
 
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
    call upon him when he draws near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
    and the evil ones their thoughts; 
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And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
    so are my ways higher than your ways, 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
    and return not again, but water the earth, 
Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
    seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
    it will not return to me empty; 
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
    and prosper in that for which I sent it. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Second Lesson 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.” ’ 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
 
‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 21 (BCP 95) 
You are God 
 
You are God: we praise you; 
You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 
You are the eternal Father: 
All creation worships you. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 
    Father, of majesty unbounded, 
    your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
    and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the king of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you became man to set us free 
you did not shun the Virgin's womb. 
You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God's right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 
    Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
    bought with the price of your own blood, 
    and bring us with your saints 
    to glory everlasting. 
 
The Apostles' Creed (BCP 96) 

Officiant and People together 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collect of the Day (3 Advent) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 
sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Mission 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to 
those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; 
bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 102) 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant may then conclude with the following 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 

 

+ + + 
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